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April 2, 2006

Lori Okun and Philip 6. Wyels

State Water Resources Control Board
PO Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Prosecution Team:

T QRIS ave been randomly selected by the Central Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board for prosecution for violations of a septic
system discharge prohibition. Prior to purchasing my home in 1992, the
septic tank was inspected and repaired to the specifications and approval of
the San Luis Obispo Department of Planning. After moving in, my new
neighbors and I obtained the proper permits for removal the eucalyptus
trees which pased a continued threat to our septic systems. My tank was
pumped in August of 2006 by Al's Septic Pumping Service, and reported to
be functioning normally. No one from the RWQCB has ever inspected or
tested my septic system, The Cease and Desist Order, delivered to my
mailbox, was my first communication from the RWQCB of a discharge
violation,

The severity of a CDO became apparent when I called Stan Sprague,
Watershed and Resource Strategies, for clarification, The consequences of
this ac’rionbvytheRWQCanstounding. If, due to inadequate supply of
sepficpmnpgrs,ramumblafogennappdntmantforpumpingbyme
designated date, I will be charged $1000 a day late fees. If the charges
amﬁmefomwﬁmnforrmnsbeyondmycoml,rcmlonwhome,
Even if I abandon my home, the fines from a CDO can follow me and continue
to grow. Mypropeﬂyhnslosfmlueandmydailityhsell has diminished.
The RQWCB has indicated that these are “unintended consequences”, but
infendedormtfhcyu'evayrmlconsaquencesofuCDOandImmdo
what I can to protect my home and my future. With a €DO, all that I have
workedsolwdforondmsomnyymwilibeaﬂhemcyoﬁhe
current and future RWQCBs. This is based on the presumption of a
violation under circumstances far beyond my individual control,



I explored alternatives that would eliminate nitrates from my septic system,
investigating composting toilets. I found that they were safely used in many
innovative and forward thinking communities and countries. T was very
disappointed when Matt Thompson of the RWQCB cut of f that possibility
writing, "Dr. 6reg Thomas of San Luis Obispo County Environmental Health
Department has indicated that he will not approve composting, portable, or
incinerator toilets in Los Osos.” Prior to receiving this communication T
called both the County Planning and Environmental Health and was told by
receptionists that they did not know of any regulations for composing
toilets. Another Planning department employee indicated that it was the
RWQCB that was blocking citizens of Los Osos from pursuing this
alternative. How am I, a citizen, supposed to propose alternatives when you
will not even consider those alternatives exemplified by SWRCB and US EPA
on their websites? '

The solution that you did choose, pumping all the septic tanks of Los Osos
every other month from now until 2010 (or a sewer is built) will not make a
significant difference in removing the nitrates in the upper aquifer. What it
will do is increase overdraft of the lower aquifer, waste millions of dollars
each year with no benefit to a sewer project, lead to degradation of septic
Systems, waste natural resources (water, diesel fuel), and contribute to
increased air pollution and road deterioration along disposal routes.

I am not a lawyer. I am a full time special education teacher. I have tried
takingﬁmeoffmrkfopraparemydzfem,bunhisisdiswﬂw?nhe
education of my students. Due'rumyworkhows,Iamwuble'rogainaccess
to the prosecution documents, or to conduct other government research
during normal government business hours. I asked for and was denied an
extension beyond the April 5™ deadline. So, you can work full time for the
government to prepare to prosecute me, while T am working full time for the
gwerrnnemtoadumfeowyoufh,merehvhcunMngmﬁefm I was not
offered legal counsel. The cost of an attorney versed in water issues is far
beyond my means. thremmycomﬁmﬁomtrighfs?

I reserve the right to use any and/or all documents submitted by the CSD in
my defense of my property and rights. I reserve the right to use any
witnesses submitted by the CSD inmydefcmofmypl‘opu'tyandrigh'rs. I
resarvetherighttonssisimwhenprmﬁngmydcfmbefmm



bom-d,bvypemnsofmychoosing. Cease and Desist Orders were not
designed to persecute individual citizens.

The RWQCB mandated in 1983 that Los Osos develop and implement a septic
mngamfphnmdammmnmgen\enfphn,nsweﬂasdwejopa
wasterwater treatment facility: 1) Upon taking office in November of 2005,

The current CSD is not composed of savvy politicians. Ttisaq group of
concerned citizens with expertise in engineering and biology who have made
a significant commitment to their community, a commitment to protect our
water. Please let them proceed. The Cease and Desist Orders will onhly lead
dmnoutmrfbaﬂlas.dwdgingtmtheliasmddeceifuf our

1709 14™ Street
Los Osos, California 93402
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AL'S SEPTIC PUMPING SER VICE,INC.
P.O. BOX 6996

LOS 0SO0S, CA 93412

528-0432 541-8283 773-0123 927-1722

1709 14th Street
Los Osos, CA. 93402

Date

Invoici

Invoice #

8/15/2005 { 3257

1709 14th Street
Los Osos, CA. 93402

1
P.C. No. { Terms ( Due Date ’ Maintenance | Leach Failure , Escrow ’ Cther
PL/ILOS | Net30 | onam00s | xxx } [
Description [ Qty r Rate —|— Amount
Service call to pump exposed septic holding tank. .
Tank operating at normal level. Owner on site for S
disclosures, o i
Pumping and disposal - 275.00 : 27500
Thank you ! We appreciate your businesg |
Please include the invoice number or job address
with your payment. Thank you.
We gladly accept MasterCard or VISA,
7o be paid in full upon receipt. All invoices not paid within 30 days Total
subject to finance charge 1.5% o 327503_
. Paymewcmdu's $-275.00
| Balance Due

$0.00



| &-g-72~
Department of Planning and Building
San Luis Obispo County

ky Alex Hinds, Director
2. Bryce Tingle, Assistant Director
Hsﬁ. I ! 79 Bamey MCay, nzm_._ms_aam Official

Morma Salisbury, Administrative Services Officer
1907 k\m M,ir ; |
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SUBJECT:  APPLICATION FOR TREE _cwzoﬁwq m.wwﬂ \uﬁmlwmu Viar iy
: 5 Department staffuhas inspected the site at \W.an \K\k
and ¥

N\\t -‘ -~ e are approving your

- A
of rga Dl S o AT [} = » subject

to the following conditionlis):
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request for removal
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This approval dees not authorfze the remov.
adjacent sites.

of any other trees on this or

Please contact me at (805) 549-5600 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Development Review Section
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. » Mer,, . - PROPOSAL AND
<% 528-4900'% ACCEPTANCE
Back~Hoe Services

P.0. Box 1497, Morre Bay, CA 93442
Telephone: (B05) 528.4900 License: 337347

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO PHONE DATE

Jo& Denmani S J00) MYl - )= 2
STREET ] ."ﬂ - JOB MNAME ) e
(14 IS 57 VAV IR,
CIY, STATE ‘Am ZIPF CODE - JOB LOCATION e o
Aos dsos Ca G2903. 1209 /y7s T Lo e
J}ICHI‘I:ECT B DATE OF PLANS JOB PHOME
N/~ Al /A AL 2k 89D )7

Wa hareby submit specificatians ond eslimates for:

(NSTALL ONE SE£/AGe Ao Ton SN bl ZpuniTr diudamis Dep T
STANARNS (o0 a8 Thire L dley Ay e

WEe Are noT  Re SOWSIHAAE g Adatdes 7o i L, Lot es dpiass
R HOUEATion Lime o,

VSAH g, 675

§we Pmpose hereby to fumnish moteriel and labor — complete in occordonce with cbove specifications, for the sum of

— ) — fe ) ot
ONE N, 700 Mg A THeiy + dollors (s_ ] 2 3 )
Poyment 1o bs made os lollows: /

& Fll Ne LaTra T ALRL 24 1932

Aﬂmmmllmwhhwwmﬂwukhhwhowim .
mmm n-m-:n: o siondh h‘ ro -;. ..1-; o dml-hmm nbmw Authorized a p LT ;,//
» - <oty wi L vpan tan ., - . R
weill Im':::-po on r;lm d.tlawr wnd cbove the uﬂ:::r.. Al n;':u-u:s €ontingent Signature. ol :
upen sirikes, otcidenis or deloys our con Cwaer to corry fire, tornodo Note: Thi i be
ond . * This proposel may P e e
mw?h“:' m-at:ry Insurance. Our worhers ore Fully covered by Workmen's Com. withdrawn by us if nof occepled within = ddvlJ
r' Aclssptance of Proposal -the sbove prices, spacifications o0 R )
and Hons are sotisloctory ond are hereby secepied. You are outhorized 'l: f,.{v;' ‘.'/ ! J BRI o
o do the work o8 specilind. Poyment will be made a5 outlined obove, s‘““"_,."_ st — - e
r . - - e -
,A//-.- 7 - ‘-/Jal o e
Date of Accoptlarce, Signature,




GroupWise WebAccess Message Ttem Page 1 of 1

Mail Message Novell.
Close Previous  MNext  Forward Reply to Sender Reply All Move Delete Read Later Properties
From: _"Matt Thompson" <Mthompson@waterhoards.ca.gov>
To:

Date:  Wednesday - March 1, 2006 3:08 PM
Subject: Re: CDO Aliernative
& Mime.822 (2228 bytes) View] iSave As]

Thanks for your email. | appreciate you exploring options to comply with the Cease and Desist Order's
interim requirements to reduce paliutant lcading and your desire to have a positive effect on the
environment. Composting toilets may initially sound promising, but are not a viable altemative. The
Uniform Plumbing Code does not allow composting toilets unless approved by by the local health officer.
Dr. Greg Thomas of San Luis Obispo County Environmental Health Department has indicated that he will
not approve composting, portable, or incinerator toilets in Los Osos.

~Matt Thompson

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Coast Region

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, California 83401

V (805) 549-3158
F {805) 788-3572

>>> 4 ->5/2006 7:18 PM >>>
I received a Cease and Desist order (# R3-2006-1034) and am very interested in installing a composting
toilet as an altemative. This would be reducing nitrates entering my septic tank by over 22%.
| have found general information on your Waterboard website as well as the EPA website, but | am having
difficulty finding anyone locally with experience with this technology. Is this a reasonable altemative to

7

persue’
I'am a full time special education teacher and don't have time or energy to wasie on ideas that are unlikely
to be approved, but | sincerely like to find an afternate that has a positive effect on the environment.

1709 14th, Los Osos

http://207.62.41.15/servlet/webacc?action=Item Read&User.context=njivX.. 3/7/2006




